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PASSAGE 1 

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-13, which are based 

on Reading Passage 1 below. 

 
Trends in the Indian fashion and textile industries 

During the 1950s, the Indian fashion scene was exciting, stylish and very 

graceful. There were no celebrity designers or models, nor were there any 

labels that were widely recognised. The value of a garment was judged by 

its style and fabric rather than by who made it. It was regarded as 

perfectly acceptable, even for high-society women, to approach an 

unknown tailor who could make a garment for a few rupees, providing the 

perfect fit, finish and style. They were proud of getting a bargain, and of 

giving their own name to the end result. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

The 1960s was an era full of mischievousness and celebration in the arts, 

music and cinema. The period was characterised by freedom from 

restrictions and, in the fashion world, an acceptance of innovative types 

of material such as plastic and coated polyester. Tight-fitting kurtas and 

churidars and high coiffures were a trend among women. 

 

The following decade witnessed an increase in the export of traditional 

materials, and the arrival in India of international fashion. Synthetics 

became trendy, and the disco culture affected the fashion scene. 

 

It was in the early 80s when the first fashion store ‘Ravissant’ opened in 

Mumbai. At that time garments were retailed for a four-figure price tag. 

American designers like Calvin Klein became popular. In India too, 

contours became more masculine, and even the salwar kameez was 

designed with shoulder pads. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

With the evolution of designer stores came the culture of designer 

fashion, along with its hefty price tags. Whatever a garment was like, 

consumers were convinced that a higher price tag signified elegant 

designer fashion, so garments were sold at unbelievable prices. 

Meanwhile, designers decided to get themselves noticed by making showy 

outfits and associating with the right celebrities. Soon, fashion shows 

became competitive, each designer attempting to out-do the other in 

theme, guest list and media coverage. 
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In the last decade of the millennium, the market shrank and ethnic wear 

made a comeback. During the recession, there was a push to sell at any 

cost. With fierce competition, the inevitable occurred: the once hefty price 

tags began their downward journey, and the fashion-show industry 

followed suit. However, the liveliness of the Indian fashion scene had not 

ended - it had merely reached a stable level. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

At the beginning of the 21st century, with new designers and models, and 

more sensible designs, the fashion industry accelerated once again. As far 

as the global fashion industry is concerned, Indian ethnic designs and 

materials are currently in demand from fashion houses and garment 

manufacturers. India is the third largest producer of cotton, the second 

largest producer of silk, and the fifth largest producer of man-made fibres 

in the world. 

 

The Indian garment and fabric industries have many fundamental 

advantages, in terms of a cheaper, skilled work force, cost-effective 

production, raw materials, flexibility, and a wide range of designs with 

sequins, beadwork, and embroidery. In addition, that India provides 

garments to international fashion houses at competitive prices, with a 

shorter lead time, and an effective monopoly on certain designs, is 

accepted the whole world over. India has always been regarded as the 

default source in the embroidered garments segment, but changes in the 

rate of exchange between the rupee and the dollar have further 

depressed prices, thereby attracting more buyers. So the international 

fashion houses walk away with customised goods, and craftwork is sold at 

very low rates. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

As far as the fabric market is concerned, the range available in India can 

attract as well as confuse the buyer. Much of the production takes place in 

the small town of Chapa in the eastern state of Bihar, a name one might 

never have heard of. Here fabric-making is a family industry; the range 

and quality of raw silks churned out here belie the crude production 

methods and equipment. Surat in Gujarat, is the supplier of an amazing 

set of jacquards, moss crepes and georgette sheers - all fabrics in high 

demand. Another Indian fabric design that has been adopted by the 

fashion industry is the ‘Madras check’, originally utilised for the universal 

lungi, a simple lower-body wrap worn in southern India. This design has 
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now found its way on to bandannas, blouses, home furnishings and 

almost anything one can think of. 

 

Ethnic Indian designs with batik and hand-embroidered motifs have also 

become popular across the world. Decorative bead work is another 

product in demand in the international market. Beads are used to prepare 

accessory items like belts and bags, and beadwork is now available for 

haute couture evening wear too. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

Questions 1-7 

Complete the notes below. 

Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer. 
 

Indian fashion: 1950-2000 

1950s 

  No well-known designers, models or 1 ................... 

  Elegant clothing cost little 

   Women were pleased to get clothes for a 2 ................... price 

1960s 

  New materials, e.g. 3 ................... and polyester 

  Fitted clothing and tall hairstyles 

1970s 

  Overseas sales of 4 ................... fabrics rose 

  Influence of international fashion 

1980s 

  Opening of fashion store in Mumbai 

  Popularity of American designers 

  Clothing had a 5 ................... shape 

  Designers tried to attract attention by 

presenting 6................... clothes and mixing with stars 

1990s 

  Fall in demand for expensive fashion wear 

  Return to 7 ................... clothing WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

Questions 8-13 

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Passage. 

In boxes 8-13 on your answer sheet, write 

     TRUE          if the statement agrees with the information 

     FALSE         if the statement contradicts the information 
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     NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this 

 

8. At the start of the 21st century, key elements in the Indian fashion 

industry changed. 

9. India now exports more than half of the cotton it produces. 

10. Conditions in India are generally well suited to the manufacture of 

clothing. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

11. Indian clothing exports have suffered from changes in the value of its 

currency. 

12. Modern machinery accounts for the high quality of Chapa’s silk. 

13. Some types of Indian craftwork which are internationally popular had 

humble origins. 

 

PASSAGE 2 

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 14-26, which are based 

on Reading Passage 2 below. 

 
Sustainable growth at Didcot 

The outline of a report by South Oxfordshire District Council 

A 

The UK Government’s South East Plan proposes additional housing growth 

in the town of Didcot, which has been a designated growth area since 

1979. We in South Oxfordshire District Council consider that, although 

Didcot does have potential for further growth, such development should 

be sustainable, well-planned, and supported by adequate infrastructure 

and community services. 

WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

B 

Recent experience in Didcot has demonstrated that large greenfield [1] 

developments cannot resource all the necessary infrastructure and low-

cost housing requirements. The ensuing compromises create a legacy of 

local transport, infrastructure and community services deficits, with no 

obvious means of correction. We wish to ensure that there is greater 

recognition of the cost attached to housing growth, and that a means is 

found to resource the establishment of sustainable communities in growth 

areas. 
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C 

Until the 1950s, the development of job opportunities in the railway 

industry, and in a large, military ordnance depot, was the spur to Didcot’s 

expansion. Development at that time was geared to providing homes for 

the railway and depot workers, with limited investment in shopping and 

other services for the local population. Didcot failed to develop Broadway 

as a compact town centre, and achieved only a strip of shops along one 

side of the main street hemmed in by low density housing and service 

trade uses. 

WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

D 

From the 1970s, strategic planning policies directed significant new 

housing development to Didcot. Planners recognised Didcot’s potential, 

with rapid growth in local job opportunities and good rail connections for 

those choosing to work farther afield. However, the town is bisected by 

the east-west railway, and people living in Ladygrove, the urban 

extension to the north which has been built since the 1980s, felt, and still 

feel, cut off from the town and its community. 

 

E 

Population growth in the new housing areas failed to spark adequate 

private-sector investment in town centre uses, and the limited investment 

which did take place - Didcot Market Place development in 1982, for 

instance - did not succeed in delivering the number and range of town 

centre uses needed by the growing population. In 1990, public-sector 

finance was used to buy the land required for the Orchard Centre 

development, comprising a superstore, parking and a new street of stores 

running parallel to Broadway. The development took 13 years to 

complete. 

 

F 

The idea that, by obliging developers of new housing to contribute to the 

cost of infrastructure and service requirements, all the necessary finance 

could be raised, has proved unachievable. Substantial public finance was 

still needed to deliver major projects such as the new link road to the A34 

on the outskirts of the town at Milton, the improved railway crossing at 

Marsh Bridge and new schools. Such projects were delayed due to 

difficulties in securing public finance. The same problem also held back 
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the expansion of health and social services in the town. 

 

G 

In recent years, government policy, in particular, the requirement for 

developers that forty percent of the units in a new housing development 

should be low-cost homes, has had a major impact on the economics of 

such development, as it has limited the developers’ contribution to the 

costs of infrastructure. The planning authorities are facing difficult choices 

in prioritising the items of infrastructure which must be funded by 

development, and this, in turn, means that from now on public finance 

will need to provide a greater proportion of infrastructure project costs. 

 

H 

The Government’s Sustainable Communities Plan seeks a holistic 

approach to new urban development in which housing, employment, 

services and infrastructure of all kinds are carefully planned and delivered 

in a way which avoids the infrastructure deficits that have occurred in 

places like Didcot in the past. This report, therefore, is structured around 

the individual components of a sustainable community, and shows the 

baseline position for each component. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

I 

Didcot has been identified as one of the towns with which the Government 

is working to evaluate whether additional growth will strengthen the 

economic potential of the town, deliver the necessary infrastructure and 

improve environmental standards. A programme of work, including 

discussions with the local community about their aspirations for the town 

as well as other stakeholders, will be undertaken over the coming 

months, and will lead to the development of a strategic master plan. The 

challenge will be in optimising scarce resources to achieve maximum 

benefits for the town. 

 

Questions 14-19 

Reading Passage 2 has 9 paragraphs, A-l. 

Which paragraph contains the following information? Write the correct 

letter, A-l in boxes 14-19 on your answer sheet. 

 

14. reference to the way the council’s report is organised  
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15. the reason why inhabitants in one part of Didcot are isolated 

16. a statement concerning future sources of investment 

17. the identification of two major employers at Didcot 

18. reference to groups who will be consulted about a new development 

plan 

19. an account of how additional town centre facilities were previously 

funded 

 

Questions 20-23 

Look at the following places and the list of statements below. 

Match each place with the correct statement, A-F. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

Write the correct letter, A-F in boxes 20-23 on your answer sheet. 

 

20. Broadway 

21. Market Place 

22. Orchard Centre 

23. Marsh Bridge 

 

                    List of statements 

A. It provided extra facilities for shopping and cars. 

B. Its location took a long time to agree. 

C. Its layout was unsuitable. 

D. Its construction was held up due to funding problems. 

E. It was privately funded. 

F. It failed to get Council approval at first. 

  

Questions 24-26 

Complete the sentences below. 

Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each 

answer. 

 

24. A certain proportion of houses in any new development now have to 

be of the ......................... type. 

25. The government is keen to ensure that adequate ......................... 

will be provided for future housing developments. 

26. The views of Didcot’s inhabitants and others will form the basis of a 

......................... for the town. 
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PASSAGE 3 

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 27- 40, which are 

based on Reading Passage 3 below. 

 
Striking the right note 

Is perfect pitch a rare talent possessed solely by the likes of Beethoven? Kathryn 

Brown discusses this much sought-after musical ability. 

The uncanny, if sometimes distracting, ability to name a solitary note out 

of the blue, without any other notes for reference, is a prized musical 

talent - and a scientific mystery. Musicians with perfect pitch - or, as 

many researchers prefer to call it, absolute pitch - can often play pieces 

by ear, and many can transcribe music brilliantly. That’s because they 

perceive the position of a note in the musical stave - its pitch - as clearly 

as the fact that they heard it. Hearing and naming the pitch go hand in 

hand. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

By contrast, most musicians follow not the notes, but the relationship 

between them. They may easily recognise two notes as being a certain 

number of tones apart, but could name the higher note as an E only if 

they are told the lower one is a C, for example. This is relative pitch. 

Useful, but much less mysterious. 

 

For centuries, absolute pitch has been thought of as the preserve of the 

musical elite. Some estimates suggest that maybe fewer than 1 in  2,000 

people possess it. But a growing number of studies, from speech 

experiments to brain scans, are now suggesting that a knack for absolute 

pitch may be far more common, and more varied, than previously 

thought. ‘Absolute pitch is not an all or nothing feature,’ says Marvin, a 

music theorist at the University of Rochester in New York state. Some 

researchers even claim that we could all develop the skill, regardless of 

our musical talent. And their work may finally settle a decades-old debate 

about whether absolute pitch depends on melodious genes - or early 

music lessons. 

 

Music psychologist Diana Deutsch at the University of California in San 

Diego is the leading voice. Last month at the Acoustical Society of 

America meeting in Columbus, Ohio, Deutsch reported a study that 

suggests we all have the potential to acquire absolute pitch - and that 
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speakers of tone languages use it every day. A third of the world’s 

population - chiefly people in Asia and Africa - speak tone languages, in 

which a word’s meaning can vary depending on the pitch a speaker uses. 

 

Deutsch and her colleagues asked seven native Vietnamese speakers and 

15 native Mandarin speakers to read out lists of words on different days. 

The chosen words spanned a range of pitches, to force the speakers to 

raise and lower their voices considerably. By recording these recited lists 

and taking the average pitch for each whole word, the researchers 

compared the pitches used by each person to say each word on different 

days. 

 

Both groups showed strikingly consistent pitch for any given word - often 

less than a quarter-tone difference between days. ‘The similarity,’ 

Deutsch says, ‘is mind-boggling.’ It’s also, she says, a real example of 

absolute pitch. As babies, the speakers learnt to associate certain pitches 

with meaningful words - just as a musician labels one tone A and another 

B - and they demonstrate this precise use of pitch regardless of whether 

or not they have had any musical training, she adds. 

 

Deutsch isn’t the only researcher turning up everyday evidence of 

absolute pitch. At least three other experiments have found that people 

can launch into familiar songs at or very near the correct pitches. Some 

researchers have nicknamed this ability ‘absolute memory’, and they say 

it pops up on other senses, too. Given studies like these, the real mystery 

is why we don’t all have absolute pitch, says cognitive psychologist Daniel 

Levitin of McGill University in Montreal. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

Over the past decade, researchers have confirmed that absolute pitch 

often runs in families. Nelson Freimer of the University of California in San 

Francisco, for example, is just completing a study that he says strongly 

suggests the right genes help create this brand of musical genius. Freimer 

gave tone tests to people with absolute pitch and to their relatives. He 

also tested several hundred other people who had taken early music 

lessons. He found that relatives of people with absolute pitch were far 

more likely to develop the skill than people who simply had the music 

lessons. There is clearly a familial aggregation of absolute pitch,’ Freimer 

says. 
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Freimer says some children are probably genetically predisposed toward 

absolute pitch - and this innate inclination blossoms during childhood 

music lessons. Indeed, many researchers now point to this harmony of 

nature and nurture to explain why musicians with absolute pitch show 

different levels of the talent. 

 

Indeed, researchers are finding more and more evidence suggesting 

music lessons are critical to the development of absolute pitch. In a 

survey of 2,700 students in American music conservatories and college 

programmes, New York University geneticist Peter Gregersen and his 

colleagues found that a whopping 32 per cent of the Asian students 

reported having absolute pitch, compared with just 7 per cent of non-

Asian students. While that might suggest a genetic tendency towards 

absolute pitch in the Asian population, Gregersen says that the type and 

timing of music lessons probably explains much of the difference. 

 

For one thing, those with absolute pitch started lessons, on average, 

when they were five years old, while those without absolute pitch started 

around the age of eight. Moreover, adds Gregersen, the type of music 

lessons favoured in Asia, and by many of the Asian families in his study, 

such as the Suzuki method, often focus on playing by ear and learning the 

names of musical notes, while those more commonly used in the US tend 

to emphasise learning scales in a relative pitch way. In Japanese pre-

school music programmes, he says, children often have to listen to notes 

played on a piano and hold up a coloured flag to signal the pitch. ‘There’s 

a distinct cultural difference,’ he says. 

 

Deutsch predicts that further studies will reveal absolute pitch - in its 

imperfect, latent form - inside all of us. The Western emphasis on relative 

pitch simply obscures it, she contends. ‘It’s very likely that scientists will 

end up concluding that we’re all born with the potential to acquire very 

fine-grained absolute pitch. It’s really just a matter of life getting in the 

way.’ WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

Questions 28-35 

Complete the notes below using words from the box. 

Write your answers in boxes 28-35 on your answer sheet. 
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                                              NOTES 

Research is being conducted into the mysterious musical 28................... 

some people possess known as perfect pitch. Musicians with this talent are 

able to name and sing a 29 ........................... without reference to 

another and it is this that separates them from the majority who have 

only 30 ...........................pitch. The research aims to find out whether 

this skill is the product of genetic inheritance or early exposure to  

31...................  or, as some researchers believe, a combination of both. 

One research team sought a link between perfect pitch and 

 32........................... languages in order to explain the high number of 

Asian speakers with perfect pitch. Speakers of Vietnamese and Mandarin 

were asked to recite 33 ........................... on different occasions and the 

results were then compared in terms of 34 ........................... . A 

separate study found that the approach to teaching music in many 

Asian 35 ........................... emphasised playing by ear whereas the US 

method was based on the relative pitch approach. 

 

Questions 36-40 

Reading Passage 3 contains a number of opinions provided by five 

different scientists. Match each opinion (Questions 36-40) with one of the 

scientists (A-E). 

Write your answers in boxes 36-40 on your answer sheet. You may use 

any of the people A-E more than once. 

36. Absolute pitch is not a clear-cut issue. 

37. Anyone can learn how to acquire perfect pitch. 

38. It’s actually surprising that not everyone has absolute pitch. 

39. The perfect pitch ability is genetic. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

40. The important thing is the age at which music lessons are started. 

A Levitin 

B Deutsch 

C Gregersen 

D Marvin 

E Freimer  
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Answers:  

1. labels 

2. bargain 

3. plastic 

4. traditional 

5. masculine 

6. showy 

7. ethnic 

8. TRUE 

9. NOT GIVEN 

10. TRUE 

11. FALSE 

12. FALSE 

13. TRUE 

14. H  

15. D  

16. G  

17. C  

18. I  

19. E  

20. C  

21. E  

22. A  

23. D  

24. low cost  

25. infrastructure  

26. strategic master plan  

27. 1992 Earth Summit 

28. ability 

29. note 

30. relative 

31. music lessons 

32. tone 

33. words 

34. pitch 

35. cultures 

36. D 

37. B 

38. A 

39. E 

40. C 


