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Section 1 

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1- 14, which are 

based on Passage below. 

Britain needs strong TV industry 

Comedy writer Armando Iannucci has called for an industry-wide defence 

of the BBC and British programme-makers. "The Thick of It" creator made 

his remarks in the annual MacTaggart Lecture at the Edinburgh TV 

Festival. 

 

"It's more important than ever that we have more strong, popular 

channels... that act as beacons, drawing audiences to the best content," 

he said. Speaking earlier, Culture Secretary John Whittingdale rejected 

suggestions that he wanted to dismantle the BBC. 

 

'Champion supporters' WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

Iannucci co-wrote "I'm Alan Partridge", wrote the movie "In the Loop" and 

created and wrote the hit "HBO" and "Sky Atlantic show Veep". He 

delivered the 40th annual MacTaggart Lecture, which has previously been 

given by Oscar winner Kevin Spacey, former BBC director general Greg 

Dyke, Jeremy Paxman and Rupert Murdoch. Iannucci said: "Faced with a 

global audience, British television needs its champion supporters." 

 

He continued his praise for British programming by saying the global 

success of American TV shows had come about because they were 

emulating British television. "The best US shows are modelling 

themselves on what used to make British TV so world-beating," he said. 

"US prime-time schedules are now littered with those quirky formats from 

the UK - the "Who Do You Think You Are"'s and the variants on "Strictly 

Come Dancing" - as well as the single-camera non-audience sitcom, 

which we brought into the mainstream first. We have changed 

international viewing for the better." WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

With the renewal of the BBC's royal charter approaching, Iannucci also 

praised the corporation. He said: "If public service broadcasting - one of 

the best things we've ever done creatively as a country - if it was a car 

industry, our ministers would be out championing it overseas, trying to 

win contracts, boasting of the British jobs that would bring." In July, the 

government issued a green paper setting out issues that will be explored 

during negotiations over the future of the BBC, including the 
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broadcaster's size, its funding and governance. 

 

Primarily Mr Whittingdale wanted to appoint a panel of five people, but 

finally, he invited two more people to advise on the channel renewal, 

namely former Channel 4 boss Dawn Airey and journalism professor 

Stewart Purvis, a former editor-in-chief of ITN. Iannucci bemoaned the 

lack of "creatives" involved in the discussions. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

"When the media, communications and information industries make up 

nearly 8% our GDP, larger than the car and oil and gas industries put 

together, we need to be heard, as those industries are heard. But when I 

see the panel of experts who've been asked by the culture secretary to 

take a root and branch look at the BBC, I don't see anyone who is a part 

of that cast and crew list. I see executives, media owners, industry gurus, 

all talented people - but not a single person who's made a classic and 

enduring television show." 

 

'Don't be modest' WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

Iannucci suggested one way of easing the strain on the licence fee was 

"by pushing ourselves more commercially abroad". 

 

"Use the BBC's name, one of the most recognised brands in the world," 

he said. "And use the reputation of British television across all networks, 

to capitalise financially overseas. Be more aggressive in selling our shows, 

through advertising, through proper international subscription channels, 

freeing up BBC Worldwide to be fully commercial, whatever it takes. 

 

"Frankly, don't be icky and modest about making money, let's monetize 

the bezeesus Mary and Joseph out of our programmes abroad so that 

money can come back, take some pressure off the licence fee at home 

and be invested in even more ambitious quality shows, that can only add 

to our value." WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

Mr Whittingdale, who was interviewed by ITV News' Alastair Stewart at 

the festival, said he wanted an open debate about whether the 

corporation should do everything it has done in the past.  He said he had 

a slight sense that people who rushed to defend the BBC were "trying to 

have an argument that's never been started". 

 

"Whatever my view is, I don't determine what programmes the BBC 

should show," he added. "That's the job of the BBC." Mr Whittingdale said 
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any speculation that the Conservative Party had always wanted to change 

the BBC due to issues such as its editorial line was "absolute nonsense". 

 

Questions 1-5 

 

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the 

reading passage? 

In boxes 1–5 on your answer sheet, write - 

TRUE     if the statement agrees with the information 

FALSE     if the statement contradicts the information 

NOT GIVEN  if there is no information on this 

1. Armando Iannucci expressed a need of having more popular channels. 

2. John Whittingdale wanted to dismantle the BBC. 

3. Iannucci delivered the 30th annual MacTaggart Lecture. 

4. Iannucci believes that British television has contributed to the success 

of American TV-shows. 

5. There have been negotiations over the future of the BBC in July. 

Questions 6–9 WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D. Write the correct letter in boxes  

6-9 on your answer sheet. 

 

6. Ianucci praised everything EXCEPT 

   A. US shows 

   B. British shows 

   C. Corporation 

   D. British programming 

 

7. To advise on the charter renewal Mr Whittingdale appointed a panel of 

    A. five people 

    B. two people 

    C. seven people 

    D. four people 

 

8. Who of these people was NOT invited to the discussion concerning BBC 

renewal? 

   A. Armando Iannucci 

   B. Dawn Airey 

   C. John Whittingdale 

   D. Stewart Purvis 

 

http://www.theieltshub.com/


 

THE IELTS HUB WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM Page 4 
 

R4 

9. Their panel of experts lacks: 

   A. media owners 

   B. people who make enduring TV-shows 

   C. gurus of Television industry 

   D. top executives 

Questions 10–14 

Complete the summary below. 

Write NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer. 

Write your answers in boxes 10-14 on your answer sheet. 

 

Easing the strain on the licence fees WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

Iannucci recommended increasing BBC's profit by pushing ourselves 

more 10 ................. . He suggests being more aggressive in selling 

British shows, through advertising and proper international 11................ 

. Also, he invokes producers to stop being 12 ................ and modest 

about making money and invest into even 13 ................ quality shows. 

However, Mr Whittingdale denied any 14 ................ that the 

Conservative Party had always wanted to change the BBC because of its 

editorial line. 

 

Section 2 

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 15 - 27, which are 

based on Passage below. 

Art to the aid of technology 

A 

Our brains are incredibly agile machines, and it is hard to think of 

anything they do more efficiently than recognize faces. Just hours after 

birth, the eyes of newborns are drawn to facelike patterns. An adult brain 

knows it is seeing a face within 100 milliseconds, and it takes just over a 

second to realize that two different pictures of a face, even if they are lit 

or rotated in very different ways, belong to the same person. 

 

B WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

Perhaps the most vivid illustration of our gift for recognition is the magic 

of caricature-the fact that the sparest cartoon of a familiar face, even a 

single line dashed off in two seconds, can be identified by our brains in an 

instant. It is often said that a good caricature looks more like a person 

than the person themselves. As it happens, this notion, counterintuitive 

though it may sound, is actually supported by research. In the field of 

vision science, there is even a term for this seeming paradox-the 
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caricature effect-a phrase that hints at how our brains misperceive faces 

as much as perceive them. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

C 

Human faces are all built pretty much the same: two eyes above a nose 

that’s above a mouth, the features varying from person to person 

generally by mere millimetres. So what our brains look for, according to 

vision scientists, are the outlying features-those characteristics that 

deviate most from the ideal face we carry around in our heads, the 

running average of every "visage" we have ever seen. We code each new 

face we encounter not in absolute terms but in the several ways, it differs 

markedly from the mean. In other words, we accentuate what is most 

important for recognition and largely ignore what is not. Our perception 

fixates on the upturned nose, the sunken eyes or the fleshy cheeks, 

making them loom larger. To better identify and remember people, we 

turn them into caricatures. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

D 

Ten years ago, we all imagined that as soon as surveillance cameras had 

been equipped with the appropriate software, the face of a crime suspect 

would stand out in a crowd. Like a thumbprint, its unique features and 

configuration would offer a biometric key that could be immediately 

checked against any database of suspects. But now a decade has passed, 

and face-recognition systems still perform miserably in real-world 

conditions. Just recently, a couple who accidentally swapped passports at 

an airport in England sailed through electronic gates that were supposed 

to match their faces to file photos. 

 

E 

All this leads to an interesting question. What if, to secure our airports 

and national landmarks, we need to learn more about caricature? After 

all, it's the skill of the caricaturist-the uncanny ability to quickly distill 

faces down to their most salient features-that our computers most 

desperately need to acquire. Clearly, better cameras and faster 

computers simply aren't going to be enough. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

F 

At the University of Central Lancashire in England, Charlie Frowd, a senior 

lecturer in psychology, has used insights from caricature to develop a 

better police-composite generator. His system, called EvoFIT, produces 

animated caricatures, with each successive frame showing facial features 

that are more exaggerated than the last. Frowd's research supports the 
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idea that we all store memories as caricatures, but with our own personal 

degree of amplification. So, as an animated composite depicts faces at 

varying stages of caricature, viewers respond to the stage that is most 

recognizable to them. In tests, Frowd's technique has increased positive 

identifications from as low as 3 percent to upwards of 30 percent. 

 

 

G 

To achieve similar results in computer face recognition, scientists would 

need to model the artist’s genius even more closely-a feat that might 

seem impossible if you listen to some of the artists describe their nearly 

mystical acquisition of skills. Jason Seiler recounts how he trained his 

mind for years, beginning in middle school, until he gained what he 

regards as nothing less than a second sight. ‘A lot of people think that 

caricature is about picking out someone’s worst feature and exaggerating 

it as far as you can,' Seiler says. 'That’s wrong. Caricature is basically 

finding the truth. And then you push the truth.' Capturing a likeness, it 

seems, has less to do with the depiction of individual features than with 

their placement in relationship to one another. 'It's how the human brain 

recognizes a face. When the ratios between the features are correct, you 

see that face instantly.’ 

WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

H 

Pawan Sinha. director of MIT's Sinha Laboratory for Vision Research, and 

one of the nation's most innovative computer-vision researchers, 

contends that these simple, exaggerated drawings can be objectively and 

systematically studied and that such work will lead to breakthroughs in 

our understanding of both human and machine-based vision. His lab at 

MIT is preparing to computationally analyze hundreds of caricatures this 

year, from dozens of different artists, with the hope of tapping their 

intuitive knowledge of what is and isn’t crucial for recognition. He has 

named this endeavor the Hirschfeld Project, after the famous New York 

Times caricaturist Al Hirschfeld. 

 

I 

Quite simply, by analyzing sketches, Sinha hopes to pinpoint the recurring 

exaggerations in the caricatures that most strongly correlate to particular 

ways that the original faces deviate from the norm. The results, he 

believes, will ultimately produce a rank-ordered list of the 20 or so facial 

attributes that are most important for recognition: 'It’s a recipe for how to 

encode the face,' he says. In preliminary tests, the lab has already 

isolated important areas-for example, the ratio of the height of the 
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forehead to the distance between the top of the nose and the mouth. 

 

J 

On a given face, four of 20 such Hirschfeld attributes, as Sinha plans to 

call them, will be several standard deviations greater than the mean; on 

another face, a different handful of attributes might exceed the norm. But 

in all cases, it's the exaggerated areas of the face that hold the key. As 

matters stand today, an automated system must compare its target faces 

against the millions of continually altering faces it encounters. But so far, 

the software doesn't know what to look for amid this onslaught of 

variables. Armed with the Hirschfeld attributes, Sinha hopes that 

computers can be trained to focus on the features most salient for 

recognition, tuning out the others. ’Then.’ Sinha says, ’the sky is the 

limit’. 

 

Questions 15-20 WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

Reading Passage has ten paragraphs, A-J. 

Which paragraph contains the following information? 

 

N.B. You may use any letter more than once. 

 

15. why we have mental images of faces that are essentially caricatures 

16. mention of the length of time it can take to become a good 

caricaturist 

17. an example of how unreliable current security systems can be 

18. reference to the fact that we can match even a hastily drawn 

caricature to the person it represents 

19. a summary of how the use of multiple caricatures has improved 

recognition rates in a particular field 

20. a comparison between facial recognition and another well-established 

form of identification 

 

Questions 21-24 WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

Look at the following statements and the list of people, A-C, below. 

Match each statement with the correct person. 

 

21. A single caricature can be recognised straight away if the parts of the 

face are appropriately positioned. 

22. An evaluation of the work of different caricaturists will provide new 

information about how we see faces. 

23. People misunderstand what is involved in the design of a caricature. 

24. When given a choice, people will have different views regarding which 
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caricature best represents a particular person’s face. 

 

List of People 

A. Charlie Frowd 

B. Jason Seiler 

C. Pawan Sinha WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

Questions 25-27 

Complete the summary below. 

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each 

answer. 

                                           Sinha’s Project 

Sinha's aim in the project is to come up with a specific number of what he 

terms 25 ................ that are key to identification purposes. 

 

He hopes these can be used to enable an 26 ................ to identify faces 

more quickly and more accurately. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

In order to do this, his team must examine the most 

frequently 27................ features in a large number of cartoon faces. 

 

Section 3 

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 28 - 40, which are 

based on Passage below. 

Space: The Final Archaeological Frontier 
Space travel may still have a long way to go, but the notion of archaeological 

research and heritage management in space is already concerning scientists 

and environmentalists. 

In 1993, University of Hawaii’s anthropologist Ben Finney, who for much 

of his career has studied the technology once used by Polynesians to 

colonize islands in the Pacific, suggested that it would not be premature 

to begin thinking about the archaeology of Russian and American 

aerospace sites on the Moon and Mars. Finney pointed out that just as 

today's scholars use archaeological records to investigate how Polynesians 

diverged culturally as they explored the Pacific, archaeologists will 

someday study off-Earth sites to trace the development of humans in 

space. He realized that it was unlikely anyone would be able to conduct 

fieldwork in the near future, but he was convinced that one day such work 

would be done. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

There is a growing awareness, however, that it won’t be long before both 
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corporate adventurers and space tourists reach the Moon and Mars. There 

is a wealth of important archaeological sites from the history of space 

exploration on the Moon and Mars and measures need to be taken to 

protect these sites. In addition to the threat from profit- seeking 

corporations, scholars cite other potentially destructive forces such as 

souvenir hunting and unmonitored scientific sampling, as has already 

occurred in explorations of remote polar regions. Already in 1999 one 

company was proposing a robotic lunar rover mission beginning at the 

site of Tranquility Base and rumbling across the Moon from one 

archaeological site to another, from the wreck of the Ranger S probe to 

Apollo 17 s landing site. The mission, which would leave vehicle tyre- 

marks all over some of the most famous sites on the Moon, was promoted 

as a form of theme-park entertainment. 

 

According to the vaguely worded United Motions Outer Space Treaty of 

1967. what it terms ‘space junk’ remains the property of the country that 

sent the craft or probe into space. But the treaty doesn’t explicitly 

address protection of sites like Tranquility Base, and equating the remains 

of human exploration of the heavens with ‘space junk’ leaves them 

vulnerable to scavengers. Another problem arises through other 

international treaties proclaiming that land in space cannot be owned by 

any country or individual. This presents some interesting dilemmas for the 

aspiring manager of extraterrestrial cultural resources. Does the US own 

Neil Armstrong's famous first footprints on the Moon but not the lunar 

dust in which they were recorded? Surely those footprints are as 

important in the story of human development as those left by hominids at 

Laetoli, Tanzania. But unlike the Laetoli prints, which have survived for 

3.5 million years encased in cement-like ash. those at Tranquility Base 

could be swept away with a casual brush of a space tourist’s hand. To 

deal with problems like these, it may be time to look to innovative 

international administrative structures for the preservation of historic 

remains on the new frontier. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

The Moon, with its wealth of sites, will surely be the first destination of 

archaeologists trained to work in space. But any young scholars hoping to 

claim the mantle of history’s first lunar archaeologist will be disappointed. 

That distinction is already taken. 

 

On November 19. 1969. astronauts Charles Conrad and Alan Bean made 

a difficult manual landing of the Apollo 12 lunar module in the Moon’s 

Ocean of Storms, just a few hundred feet from an unmanned probe. 

Surveyor J. that had landed in a crater on April 19. 1967. Unrecognized at 
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the time, this was an important moment in the history of science. Bean 

and Conrad were about to conduct the first archaeological studies on the 

Moon. 

 

After the obligatory planting of the American flag and some geological 

sampling, Conrad and Bean made their way to Surveyor 3. They observed 

that the probe had bounced after touchdown and carefully photographed 

the impressions made by its footpads. The whole spacecraft was covered 

in dust, perhaps kicked up by the landing. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

The astronaut-archaeologists carefully removed the probes television 

camera, remote sampling arm. and pieces of tubing. They bagged and 

labelled these artefacts, and stowed them on board their lunar module. 

On their return to Earth, they passed them on to the Daveson Space 

Center in Houston, Texas, and the Hughes Air and Space Corporation in 

EI Segundo, California. There, scientists analyzed the changes in these 

aerospace artefacts. 

 

One result of the analysis astonished them. A fragment of the television 

camera revealed evidence of the bacteria Streptococcus mitis. I or a 

moment it was thought Conrad and Bean had discovered evidence for life 

on the Moon, but after further research the real explanation became 

apparent. While the camera was being installed in the probe prior to the 

launch, someone sneezed on it. The resulting bacteria had travelled to the 

Moon, remained in an alternating freezing.' boiling vacuum for more than 

two years, and returned promptly to life upon reaching the safety of a 

laboratory back on Earth. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

The finding that not even the vastness of space can stop humans from 

spreading a sore throat was an unexpected spin-off. But the artefacts 

brought back by Rean and Conrad have a broader significance. Simple as 

they may seem, they provide the first example of extraterrestrial 

archaeology and perhaps more significant for the history of the discipline 

formational archaeology, the study of environmental and cultural forces 

upon the life history of human artefacts in space. 

  

Questions 28-33 

Complete each sentence with the correct ending A-H from the box below. 

Write the correct letter A-H in boxes 28-33 on your answer sheet. 

28. Ben Finney's main academic work investigates the way that.. 

29. Ben Finney thought that in the long term.. 

30. Commercial pressures mean that in the immediate future.. 
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31.Academics are concerned by the fact that in isolated regions on Earth.. 

32. One problem with the 1967 UN treaty is that.. 

33. The wording of legal agreements over ownership of land in space 

means that. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

 

A. activities of tourists and scientists have harmed the environment. 

B. some sites in space could be important in the history of space 

exploration. 

C. vehicles used for tourism have polluted the environment. 

D. it may be unclear who has responsibility for historic human footprints. 

E. past explorers used technology in order to find new places to live. 

F. man-made objects left in space are regarded as rubbish. 

G. astronauts may need to work more closely with archaeologists. 

H. important sites on the Moon may be under threat. 

 

Questions 34-38 

Complete the flow chart below. 

Choose NO MORE THAN ONE WORD from the passage for each answer. 

 

During the assembly of the Surveyor 3 probe, someone 34..................... 

on a TV camera. 

                               ↓ 

The TV Camera was carried to the Moon on Surveyor 3 

                               ↓ 

The TV Camera remained on the Moon for over 35 ..................... years 

                               ↓ 

Apollo 12 astronauts 36 ....................... the TV camera 

                               ↓ 

The TV camera was returned to Earth for 37 ....................... 

                               ↓ 

The Streptococcus mitis bacteria were found. 

                               ↓ 

The theory that this suggested there was 38 ....................... on the 

Moon was rejected. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 

                               ↓ 

Scientists concluded that the bacteria can survive lunar conditions. 
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Questions 39-40 

Choose TWO letters A-E 

The TWO main purposes of the writer of this text are to explain 

 

A. the reasons why space archaeology is not possible. 

B. the dangers that could follow from contamination of objects from 

space. 

C. the need to set up careful controls over space tourism. 

D. the need to preserve historic sites and objects in space. 

E. the possible cultural effects of space travel. WWW.THEIELTSHUB.COM 
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ANSWER KEY 

1. TRUE 

2. FALSE 

3. NOT GIVEN 

4. TRUE 

5. FALSE 

6. A 

7. C 

8. A 

9. B 

10. commercially abroad 

11. subscription channels 

12. icky 

13. more ambitious 

14. speculation 

15. C 

16. G 

17. D 

18. B 

19. F 

20. D 

21. B 

22. C 

23. B 

24. A 

25. Hirschfeld attributes 

26. automated system 

27. Exaggerated 

28. E 

29. B 

30. H 

31. A 

32. F 

33. D 

34. sneezed 

35. 2 

36. removed 

37. analysis 

38. life 

39. & 40. C, D [in either order] 


